
 
Class VIII 

4thOct to 8thOct 2021 

Name of the chapter 2: MICROORGANISMS: FRIEND AND FOE (Page 20-22) 
Timing: 35 minutes (2 periods) 

 
PERIOD 1 

 
PERIOD 2 

STEP I:  
Study the following topic from textbook:  
Pg: 20-21  

• Medicinal use of microorganisms 
 

STEP II:  
If you have any doubt clear them with your subject teacher (Please 
check name and number of the subject teacher from the school 
website) 
 
STEP III: 
Revise using the following Bullet points:  
 
 Antibiotics: Medicines that kill or stop the growth of the 

disease-causing microorganisms.  
Examples: Streptomycin, Tetracycline and Erythromycin.  

 Alexander Fleming discovered antibiotic penicillin from 
Pencillium notatum.  

 Antibiotics are not effective against cold and flu as these are 
caused by viruses. 

 
STEP IV: 
Solve the questions as below:  
 
1. What are antibiotics? What precautions must be taken while taking 
antibiotics? 
Ans: Antibiotics are medicines that kill or stop the growth of the 

STEP I: 
Study the following topic from textbook:  
Pg: 22  

• Vaccines  
 

STEP II: 
If you have any doubt clear them with your subject teacher (Please check name and 
number of the subject teacher from the school website) 
 
STEP III: 
Revise using the following Bullet points: 
 
 Antibodies: Antibodies are substances produced by our body to fight disease-

causing microbes. 
 Vaccines: Vaccines are weakened or dead disease-causing microbes that are 

injected in our body to trigger the production of antibodies.  
These antibodies remain in the body for a long time to protect it against any 
attack of disease-causing microbes. 

 Vaccination: The process of putting a vaccine inside the body of a person in 
order to protect the body from disease causing microbes is called vaccination. 

 Discovery of vaccine: Edward Jenner discovered the vaccine for small pox in 
1798. 

 Some of the diseases that can be prevented by vaccination are: 
Cholera, Hepatitis, Smallpox, and Tuberculosis. 

 Pulse Polio Programme is run by Government to eradicate Polio.  



 
disease-causing microorganisms. 
Precautions to be taken: 
(i) We must complete the course prescribed by the doctor. 
(ii)We should not take antibiotics unnecessarily; otherwise it becomes 
less effective in future. 
(iii)Taking antibiotics also kills beneficial bacteria in the body. So 
antibiotics should be consumed only when advised by a qualified 
doctor. 
 
2. Write the name of two antibiotics. 
Ans: Streptomycin, Tetracycline. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
END OF DAY 1 

 Vaccines are made on a large scale from microorganisms to protect humans 
and other animals from several diseases. 

 
 STEP IV: 
Solve the questions as below: 
 
1. Vaccine for small pox was discovered by 
(a) Louis Pasteur       
(b)Alexander Fleming       
(c) Edward Jenner     
(d) both a and b 
Ans: c) Edward Jenner 
 
2. Antibodies are: 
(a) injections given to protect against several diseases. 
(b) substances produced by body to fight disease causing microbes. 
(c) weakened germs to be inserted in our body. 
(d) all of these. 
Ans: (b) substances produced by body to fight disease causing microbes. 
 
3. Name two diseases that can be prevented by vaccination. 
Ans: Cholera, tuberculosis. 
 
4. How does a vaccine work? 
Ans: If dead or weakened microbes are introduced in a healthy body, the body fights 
and kills them by producing suitable antibodies. The antibodies remain in body and 
we are protected by disease causing microbes. 
 

END OF DAY 2 
 

 


